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How to connect to SimaPro, 
use its calculation and analysis power,
and data stock,

In a software with own branding, focussing on 
specific needs, 

On a desktop, and also over the web?
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1. Background / 
The COM interface
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Background

SimaPro is closed source software maintained by 
PRé, but offers a COM interface that allows 
access to important objects & methods in 
SimaPro
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The COM interface

- Microsoft standard for external control of a program’s 
functions

- Follows client/server model with SimaPro acting as 
the server

- Any programming language with a COM interface 
library may be used such as:

• Excel/Word/Access (VBA)

• Visual Basic

• C++

• Java
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The COM interface

PRé Consultants: Programming the COM interface, June 2007
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Why is COM useful?

There are many practical applications including:

- Linking with your ERP system

- Analyzing a Bill of Materials from another software tool, such 
as a CAD/CAM system

- Exporting specific data to Excel 

- Creating processes from Excel sheets

- Creating a website with results from SimaPro

- Creating a website where users can enter data into Simapro 
processes.
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2. SimaPro Connectors
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The open source connector project

- Commissioned by PRé to GreenDeltaTC, 2008-2009 

- Idea: Create an attractive starting package, that may 
be extented and modified later on, and that shows the 
potential

� open source connectors with a “lazy” open source 
licence (Apache 2)

� programming technique is openly visible

� no need to re-distribute solutions for one client as 
open source

� create a web application and a desktop application

� create a Java and a C# application
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http://sourceforge.net/projects/sp-connector/
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http://sourceforge.net/projects/sp-connector/
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Project website: http://sp-connector.sourceforge.net/
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Project website: http://sp-connector.sourceforge.net/

video tutorial 
available…
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Project website: http://sp-connector.sourceforge.net/

Source code 
also available…
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Desktop application

- Start SimaPro 
(Developer version, COM server registered)

- Start connector.exe
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Web application

- Install Java JDK (on the server)

- Install Apache Tomcat (on the server), version 6.x
See also tutorial on project website

- Copy files into Tomcat directory (see explanation)

- Restart Tomcat

- Start browser with http://localhost:8080/connector/ 
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3. How to use the Connectors?
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Using the connectors, options

- Just use them as they are (plus report back any 
suggestions to us & PRé)

- Modify the design (CSS design, adaptable to specific 
CI / branding, …)

- Extend the functionality (COM limitations but there 
are workarounds)

- All this in a careful analysis of user needs, and of IT 
environment requirements

- For each user that is logged in (at one moment) one 
multi-user licence is required
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4. Outlook
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Outlook, addition

PRé has committed to continue the support of the 
COM interface in future versions of SimaPro.
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Thank you!

Dr. Andreas Ciroth

GreenDeltaTC GmbH, Berlin, Germany

ciroth@greendeltatc.com


